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INTRODUCTION 

 
What is the Quality of Life Report? 
 
Welcome to the 2006 edition of the 21st Century Council’s Quality of Life Report for Tallahassee-Leon County, Florida. As citizens of Leon 
County, we are all concerned with the quality of life in our community.  The mission of the 21st Century Council is to bring community partners 
together to continue to improve the quality of life for everyone who lives in Tallahassee-Leon County.  The first step is looking at data on how our 
community is doing in several important areas.    
 
The Tallahassee-Leon County Quality of Life Report presents data on 73 indicators of well-being, spanning seven major areas: Families, Public 
Safety, Health, Education, Economy, Community and Environment.  The purpose of these indicators is to provide a baseline for identifying 
priorities, developing solutions and tracking progress toward a better life for all members of our community, particularly our children.  
 
How will it be used?  
 
The Quality of Life Report does not evaluate any particular group, service, or organization in the community.  Instead, its purpose is to assist 21st 
Century Council members to: 
 

♦ Describe emerging trends and opportunities that can be prioritized and acted upon by people, organizations and institutions that can have 
an impact on quality of life in Tallahassee-Leon County. 

 
♦ Serve as a catalyst for decision-makers to examine the effectiveness of strategies and use of resources with an eye toward measurable 

improvement.  
 

♦ Inform citizens of Tallahassee and Leon County and help them monitor the quality of life indicators in their community that are important 
to them. 
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The 21st Century Council hopes citizens, organizations and institutions – such as the United Way, Chamber of Commerce, Leon County Public 
Schools, and city and county government – will find that this report helps them make better policy, program and funding decisions and assists 
them in monitoring the success of their efforts.  
 
To facilitate collaboration among community partners, the 21st Century Council plans to establish committees for each area of the report: Families, 
Public Safety, Health, Education, Economy, Community and Environment.  These committees will work with local organizations to examine 
trends, identify positive impacts to date, and target areas where new strategies may need to be developed. In some cases, a survey or special study 
may be commissioned to better understand the problem or inform a course of action. 
 
How was it produced?  
 
This web-based report consists of a selected set of indicators chosen by the 21st Century Council’s Board of Directors.  The Council previously 
published reports on quality of life indicators, juvenile justice, transportation and land use, and human services. In 2003, the Quality of Life Report 
was made available on-line, with embedded links allowing for individuals and groups to study and analyze related data in more depth. The 21st 
Century Council will continue to build on the report with broad input from the community and add more indicators reflecting additional areas of 
importance or interest.  
 
Chars and tables are updated as additional data becomes available of each indicator.  The 21st Century Council is committed to keeping the data 
current and readily available on its website (www.21stcenturycouncil.net). 
 
JOIN THE 21ST CENTURY COUNCIL.  We encourage you to join this community effort as a member of the 21st Century Council. As you 
read this report, you are likely to find some trends of interest or concern. As a member of the 21st Century Council, you will have the 
opportunity to work with other citizens and organizations who share your concerns and are eager to work toward solutions.  To join the 21st 
Century Council, please go to our website (www.21stcenturycouncil.net) or call Emily Millett at 385-5444.   
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LIST OF INDICATORS                         
 
DEMOGRAPHICS 

1. Total population 
2. Population by age group 
3. Population by race 
4. Income distribution 
5. Public school enrollment 
6. Minority public school enrollment  
7. Private school enrollment   

 
FAMILIES 

1. Children in single parent families 
2. Births to unwed mothers 
3. Births to teen mothers 
4. Children in foster care 
5. Child abuse and neglect 
6. Child care affordability 
7. Homelessness 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY 

1. Violent crime rate 
2. Property crime rate 
3. Youths referred for delinquency  
4. Youths referred for felonies and 

misdemeanors 
5. Traffic crashes 
6. Fatal traffic crashes 
7. Drinking and driving 
8. Perception of neighborhood safety  
9. Recidivism among serious habitual 

offenders 

HEALTH 
1. Health insurance 
2. Emergency room visits 
3. Infant mortality 
4. Low birth weight 
5. Sexually transmitted diseases among 

teenagers 
6. Youth smoking 
7. Youth drinking 
8. Youth substance abuse 
9. Youth mental health 

 
EDUCATION 

1. School readiness 
2. Reading 
3. White-Black gap in reading 
4. Mathematics 
5. White-Black gap in mathematics 
6. Writing 
7. Third grade retention 
8. High school graduation rate 
9. High school dropout rate 
10. Pursuit of postsecondary education 
11. Average teacher salary 
12. School safety 
13. Adult educational attainment 
14. Public library use 
15. Class size 
16. Students with disabilities 

ECONOMY 
1. Unemployment rate 
2. Average annual wage 
3. Per capita income 
4. Children in poverty 
5. Child poverty by family type, age 
6. Home ownership 
7. Affordability of rental housing 
8. Tourism 
9. Employment by industry 
 

COMMUNITY 
1. Voter registration 
2. Voter turnout 
3. Public perception of growth  
4. Sprawl 
5. Substandard living conditions 
6. Use of public transportation 
7. Transportation to work 
8. Travel time to work 
9. Parks and recreation areas 
10. Traffic congestion 

 
ENVIRONMENT 

1. Lake water quality 
2. Conservation of natural areas 
3. Water consumption 
4. Electricity consumption 
5. Recycling 
6. Outdoor air quality 
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DEMOGRAPHICS 
Indicator 1: Total Population    
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Indicator: 
Total number of residents. 
 
Analysis:  
From 1980 to 2006, Leon County’s population 
increased by 86% - about the same percentage 
growth as the state as whole. Since 1980, Leon 
County’s population has grown an average of 
nearly 4,800 people per year. 
 
Leon County has by far, the largest population in 
the 4-county region – but is not the fastest 
growing. Wakulla County’s population, although 
significantly smaller, was the fastest growing 
from 1980 to 2006 (and one of the fastest 
growing in the U.S.). 
 
Data source: 
Office of Economic and Demographic Research, The 
Florida Legislature 
(Decennial U.S. Census data and population estimates 
prepared by the University of Florida) 
 
Website: 
http://www.state.fl.us/edr/population.htm 
 

 
 
 

  1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2006 % change
1980 to 2006*

 Leon 145,981 166,421 192,493 217,185 239,452 271,900 +86% 
 Wakulla 10,719 12,352 14,202 17,207 22,863 27,421 +156% 
 Gadsden 41,324 41,975 41,116 43,460 45,087 47,662 +15% 
 Jefferson 10,585 10,919 11,296 12,832 12,902 14,169 +34% 
 Florida* 9,753,351 11,272,332 12,938,071 14,335,992 15,982,378 18,232,652 +87% 
   * Not shown in graph 

Updated
04/10/06 
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   DEMOGRAPHICS 
Indicator 2: Population by Age Group      

 
Indicator: 
Percentage of Leon County 
residents in each age group. 
 
Analysis:  
As of 2006, children and young adults 
(ages 0-29) comprised a smaller 
proportion of the population than in 
1980. College-age residents (18-29), 
however, remain the county’s largest 
age group with 31% of the overall 
population. Baby boomers in the 45-
64 age group showed the largest 
increase, up 7.3 percentage points 
between 1980 and 2006.  
 
 
Data source: 
Office of Economic and Demographic 
Research, The Florida Legislature 
(Decennial U.S. Census data and population 
estimates prepared by the University of 
Florida) 
 
Website: 
http://www.state.fl.us/edr/population.htm 
 

Population by Age
Leon County
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  1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2006 Difference 

1980-2006* 
 Under age 5 7% 7% 7% 6% 6% 5% -1.5% 
 Age 5-17 18% 16% 16% 16% 16% 15% -3.7% 
 Ages 0-17* 25% 23% 23% 22% 22% 20% -5.3% 
 Age 18-29 33% 32% 30% 30% 30% 31% -2.7% 
 Age 30-44 20% 22% 24% 23% 21% 19% -1.1% 
 Age 45-64 15% 15% 15% 17% 20% 22% 7.3% 
 Age 65+ 7% 7% 8% 8% 8% 9% 1.8% 

   * Not shown on graph 

Updated
04/10/06 
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DEMOGRAPHICS 
Indicator 3:  Population by Race     

 
Indicator: 
Percent of residents who are non-
White. 
 
Analysis:  
Leon County’s non-White population 
is growing and represents a larger 
percentage of the total population than 
in the state as a whole. As of 2006, 
non-Whites (predominantly African-
Americans) comprised 35% of Leon 
County’s residents, compared to 19% 
in Florida. 
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Data source: 
Office of Economic and Demographic 
Research, The Florida Legislature 
(Decennial U.S. Census data and population 
estimates prepared by the University of 
Florida) 
 
Website: 
http://www.state.fl.us/edr/population.htm 
 

1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2006

  
Non- 
White 

White
* 

Non- 
White 

White
* 

Non- 
White 

White
* 

Non- 
White 

White
* 

Non- 
White 

White
* 

Non- 
White 

White
* 

 Leon County 26% 74% 25% 75% 32% 68% 29% 71% 32% 68% 35% 65%
 Florida 15% 85% 15% 85% 18% 82% 18% 82% 18% 82% 19% 81%
 Difference*  
(Leon  minus +11%  +10%  +14%  +11%  +14%  +16%  

       *Not shown on graph 
 

Updated
04/10/06 
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   DEMOGRAPHICS 
Indicator 4: Income distribution 

 
Household Income Distribution
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Indicator: 
Percent of households at various 
income levels.  
 
 
Analysis:  
Compared to Florida and the United States, 
the Leon County has a significantly larger 
percentage of households in the lowest 
income group (less than $10,000 per year), 
predominantly due the large student 
population (see Note). 
  
At the highest income range ($75,000 or 
more), Leon County’s percentage is lower 
than the nation but higher than the State. 
 
Data source: 
U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 
 
 
Website: 
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/ 
 

 2005* Leon County Florida United States 
 Less than $10,000 11.7% 8.3% 8.7% 
 $10,000 to $24,999 15.1% 19.6% 18.2% 
 $25,000 to $34,999 14.7% 13.1% 11.5% 
 $35,000 to $49,999 15.1% 16.5% 15.1% 
 $50,000 to $74,999 17.3% 18.6% 18.9% 
 $75,000 or more 26.1% 24.0% 27.7% 
*In 2005 inflation adjusted dollars 
Note: The American Community Survey is limited to household population and excludes the population living in institutions, 
college dormitories and other group quarters 
 

Updated
08/26/06 
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DEMOGRAPHICS 
Indicator 5:  Public School Enrollment     

 
PreK-12 Student Enrollment
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Indicator: 
Number of students enrolled in Leon 
County Public Schools by grade level 
 
Analysis:  
Public school enrollment in Leon County has 
remained relatively stable over the last seven 
years, despite an increase in the county’s 
overall population. Middle and high school 
students (grades 6-12) comprise 51% of 
student enrollment in Leon County Public 
Schools. Overall enrollment in 05-06 was up 
1.5% compared with 4-05:  PreK-5 
enrollment as up 2.8% while the slight 
enrollment decrease in grades 6-8 was offset 
y a similar increase in grades 9-12 
enrollment. 
 
Data source: 
Leon County Public Schools 
Program Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
 
Website: 
http://www.tandl.leon.k12.fl.us/programme/databook/ 
 

 

Grades 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 Change: 96-97 
to 05-06 

 PreK-5  15,851 15,702 15,671 15,713 16,009 15,693 15,445 15,470 15,507 15,948 +97 
 6-8 7,251 7,150 7,214 7,123 7,155 7,122 7,255 7,393 7,418 7,321 +70 
 9-12 8,421 8,586 8,754 8,706 9,076 9,137 9,052 9,180 9,080 9,205 +784 
 TOTAL 31,523 31,438 31,639 31,542 32,240 31,952 31,752 32,043 32,005 32,474 +951  

Updated
04/08/06 
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   DEMOGRAPHICS 
Indicator 6: Minority Public School Enrollment        
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Indicator: 
Percent of students enrolled in Leon 
County Public Schools who were 
minorities (Black and Other). 
 
Analysis:  
Leon County public schools are serving an 
increasing percentage of minority students 
particularly at the elementary level. As of 
2005-06, 52% of students in grades PreK-5 
were non-White, mainly African American.   
Although students of “Other” races/ 
Ethnicities comprise a small proportion of 
total enrollment, this group showed the 
largest proportional increase from 1995-96 
to 2005-06 in both elementary and 
secondary schools. 
 
 
Data source: 
Leon County Public Schools 
Program Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
Website: 
http://www.tandl.leon.k12.fl.us/programme/databook/ 
 

  1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 96-97 to 
05-06* 

 Grades PreK-5            
      White* 56% 54% 53% 53% 52% 51% 51% 49% 48% 48% -7.8% 
      Black 41% 41% 42% 42% 43% 42% 42% 43% 43% 42% +1.5% 
      Other 4% 4% 5% 5% 6% 7% 8% 8% 9% 10% +6.2% 
 Grades 6-12            
       White* 60% 60% 60% 60% 59% 59% 58% 56% 56% 55% -5.3% 
       Black 37% 36% 36% 36% 37% 37% 37% 38% 38% 38% +1.5% 
       Other 3% 4% 4% 4% 4% 5% 5% 6% 6% 7% +3.8% 
* not shown on graph 

Updated
04/08/06 
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DEMOGRAPHICS 
Indicator 7: Private School Enrollment 
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Indicator: 
Percent of elementary, middle 
and high school students 
enrolled in private school. 
 
Analysis:  
While the vast majority of students 
in Leon County attend public 
school, 16% in the 2005-06 school 
year attend private school – a larger 
percentage than in the state as a 
whole. The increase in 2000-01 
reflects the inclusion of pre-
kindergarten students in the count 
that year (see note below table).  
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Education 
Office of Independent Education & 
Parental Choice 
 
 
Website: 
http://www.floridaschoolchoice.org/ 
 
 

 
 Private School 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 
 Leon - # enrolled* 4,899 4,722 4,726 5,866 5,585 5,983 5,884 6,709 6,146 
 Leon - % enrolled 13.5% 13.0% 13.0% 15.5% 14.9% 15.8% 15.4% 17.4% 16.0% 
 Florida - % enrolled 10.6% 10.5% 10.8% 12.5% 12.4% 12.9% 12.8% 12.9% 11.6% 

  * Not shown on graph 
     Note: 2000-01 forward includes preK-12; prior years include K-12 only (pre-K excluded). 

 

Updated
11/05/06 
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FAMILIES 
Indicator 1:  Children in Single Parent Families 
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Indicator: 
Percentage of children, under age 18, who 
live in single parent families (rather than in 
married couple families). 
 
 
Analysis:  
In 2000, nearly one in three children in Leon 
County lived in a single parent family – a higher 
percentage than in Florida or the United States.     
 
The percent of children living in single parent 
families has increased over the past decade in 
Leon County, the state and the nation. Most of 
these families are headed by a single female. 
 
 
 
Data source: 
U.S. Decennial Census 
 
 
 
Website: 
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/BasicFactsServlet 

 
 

Children in single parent families 
 

1990 2000 Difference 
1990 to 2000 

 Leon County 27.4% 32.0% +4.6% 
 Florida 24.5% 29.4% +4.9% 
 United States 21.5% 25.3% +3.8% 
The next year of available data will be provided by the American Community Survey in 2005. 
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FAMILIES 
Indicator 2:  Births to Unwed Mothers    
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Indicator: 
Percent of births to unwed mothers, 
by race.  
 
Analysis:  
The percentage of babies born to unwed 
mothers continues to slowly increase in 
Leon County.  In Leon County in 2005, 
Black children were more than three 
times as likely to be born to unwed 
mothers as White children.   
 
Overall, Leon County continues to mirror 
the state as a whole on this indicator. Just 
over two in five babies of all races are 
born to unwed mothers in Florida.  
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Health, Florida Vital 
Statistics Annual Reports 
 
Website:  
http://www.flpublichealth.com/VSBOOK/VSBOO
K.aspx 
 

 
 

 Births to unwed mothers 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
 Leon - White 16% 17% 19% 18% 19% 22% 19% 23% 22% 
 Leon - Black 69% 70% 69% 69% 70% 67% 72% 70% 74% 
 Leon – Total - all races 36% 37% 38% 38% 38% 39% 40% 41% 42% 
 Florida – Total - all races 36% 37% 37% 38% 39% 39% 40% 41% 43%  

Updated
11/04/06 



    
 

 
Quality of Life Report                   Tallahassee-Leon County, FL

 

 

 
21st Century Council, Tallahassee, FL                                                                                                           ww.21stcenturycouncil.net 

FAMILIES 
Indicator 3:  Births to Teen Mothers     

 
Births to Teen Mothers
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Indicator: 
Number of teenage mothers, ages 
15-19, who gave birth per 1,000 
teenage girls ages 15-19. 
 
Analysis:  
Overall, the rate of births to teenage 
mothers has been declining in Leon 
County and in Florida. A significant 
racial disparity exists but the gap is 
closing somewhat, primarily because of 
the decline in the rate of births to black 
teenagers.  The rate of births to teens in 
Leon County for all races is less than half 
the state rate. 
 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Health, Florida Vital 
Statistics Annual Reports 
 
Website:  
http://www.flpublichealth.com/VSBOOK/VSBOO
K.aspx 
 

 
 
 

 Births to teen mothers 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
 Leon - White 13.9 14.4 13.2 14.5 11.5 13.0 11.6 9.9 12.5 
 Leon - Black 46.7 48.6 42.1 41.5 36.4 34.4 32.8 29.4 30.9 
 Leon – Total - all races 23.7 25.0 22.6 23.7 20.1 20.3 19.2 18.1 19.9 
 Florida – Total - all races 55.5 54.0 51.6 50.4 47.2 44.3 42.4 41.6 41.9  

Updated
11/04/06 
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FAMILIES 
Indicator 4:  Children in Foster Care    

 
Children in Foster Care or Residential Group Care
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Indicator: 
Number of children under age 18 
who are in foster care or residential 
group care under the custody of the 
Florida Department of Children and 
Families (DCF). 
 
Analysis:  
In this region of Florida, the number of 
children in foster care and residential 
group care has increased over the past 
two years in District 2 but has remained 
stable for the State. Leon County saw an 
increase of 13 children in foster or 
residential group care between 2004 and 
2005. District 2 includes 14 counties in 
North Florida, including Leon. 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Children and Families 
HomeSafenet 
Note: Data by county became available in 2004 
 
Website: 
http://www.state.fl.us/cf_web 

*Not shown on graph 

  1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

DCF District 2 - 
Number of children 321 342 380 378 345 311 309 304 380 417 

Leon County -  
Number of children n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 113 126 

Florida- 
Number of children* 

8,941 8,950 9,875 10,430 10,885 10,657 11,285 11,476 11,342 11,137

Updated
02/20/06 
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FAMILIES 
Indicator 5:  Child Abuse and Neglect 

 
Child Abuse and Neglect

Rate per 100,000 children under age 18

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500

4,000

94-95 95-96 96-97 97-98 98-99 99-00 00-01 01-02 02-03 03-04 04-05 05-06

Year

N
um

be
r p

er
 1

00
,0

00

Leon

Florida

Indicator: 
Number of child abuse and neglect 
victims (per 100,000 children under age 
18) whose maltreatment was verified or 
found to have some evidence of 
occurrence. 
 
Analysis:  
The rate of child abuse and neglect in Leon 
County has remained at relatively the same 
level over the past few years. 
 
Leon County’s rate was the same or higher 
than the statewide rate until 2000-01, when it 
dropped below the state rate. The unusually 
high rates for Florida in 2000-01 and 2001-
02 most likely reflect a statewide initiative to 
investigate backlogged cases. 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Children and Families 
 
Website: 
http://www.state.fl.us/cf_web 
 

 
  1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 
Leon - rate per 100,000 2,452 2,353 2,840 2,809 2,490 n/a 2,481 2,504 
Florida - rate per 100,000 2,594 2,117 2,338 3,500 3,516 n/a 3,182 3,212 
Leon - number of victims* 1,225 1,193 1,456 1,465 1,318 n/a 1,341 1,389 

  * Not shown on graph 
 
Note: The same child may be counted more than once if involved in more than one incident. An unusually high rate in  
a single year is most likely due to a reduction of backlog (closure of a high number of reports from prior years), while an 
unusually low rate may be due to growth in backlog.  2002-2003 data are incomplete due to a new reporting system that 
was phased in across the state. 

Updated
02/25/06 
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FAMILIES 
Indicator 6:  Child Care Affordability 

 

Cost of Child Care
as a percent of median income for Leon County families in 2005
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Indicator: 
Cost of child care in Leon County as a 
percentage of family income.  
 
Analysis:  
The average family with children pays a 
substantial portion of their income on child 
care – especially if they have more than one 
child in need of care.  Single parent families 
are at a particular disadvantage because their 
median income is less than one-third of the 
income of married couples with children.  
 
Data sources: 
Florida Agency for Workforce Innovation, Office of 
Early Learning 
Median income in Leon County by family type:  U.S. 
Census 2000  
U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) Program 
 
 
Websites:  
http://www.floridajobs.org/earlylearning/ 
http://factfinder.census.gov 
http://www.bls.gov/cpi/home.htm 
 

*Census 2000 data adjusted to 2005 dollars 
Note: Rates for the weekly cost of child care was for child care centers at the market rate (calculated as the 75th percentile  
of all rates reported in each category).   

Families with children 
 under age 18 

Median 
income in 

2005* 

Pre-schooler 
only 

(ages 3-4) 

Infant only 
(less than one 

year old) 

Infant and 
pre-schooler 

All families with children $56,715 9% 11% 19% 
Married couple families $73,876 7% 8% 15% 
Single parent families  
headed by a female $23,907 21% 25% 46% 

Cost per year in 2005 (48 weeks of care)  $4,992 $6,000 $10,992 

Updated
11/17/06 
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Indicator 7:  Homelessness    
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Indicator: 
Number of homeless people in 
Tallahassee.  
 
Analysis:  
In 2005, a total of 739 people in 
Tallahassee reported having no regular 
place to stay or expected to be forced to 
leave their home within the next week 
without another place to go. Almost half 
(46%) of the city’s homeless in both 
2003 and 2005 were children, ages 0-18. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Data source: 
Tallahassee Coalition for the Homeless 
 
Website: 
 http://www.tallahasseech.org/ 

  2003 2005 
Total homeless people 703 739 
Adults 381 398 
Children 0-18 322 341 
Percent Children 0-18* 46% 46% 

 
*Not shown on graph 
Note: (1) Interviews conducted during a 15-hour period on January 24, 2005 at emergency shelters, congregate meal 
programs, day labor programs, social service agencies, public places and street and wooded locations frequented by 
homeless individuals, and (2) data from the Leon County School District’s family survey and administrative records.  

 

Updated
06/06/05 
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PUBLIC SAFETY 
Indicator 1:  Violent Crime Rate     
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Indicator: 
Number of violent crimes reported per 
100,000 residents. 
(Includes murder and non-negligent manslaughter, 
forcible rape, robbery and aggravated assault.) 
 
Analysis:  
Leon County’s violent crime rate increased 
slightly in both 2004 and 2005 after declining 
each year between 1999 and 2003. The gap 
between Leon County and Florida has 
narrowed since the mid 1990’s. However, Leon 
County and Florida’s rate continues to be well 
above that of the nation. 
 
Data sources: 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement,  
Florida Statistical Analysis Center 
 
U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Uniform Crime Reports 
 
 
Websites: 
http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/FSAC/ 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm 

 
 
 

  1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
 Leon County 1229.6 1066.3 1105.5 1054.5 1006.1 846.2 736.6 756.4 781.6 
 Florida  1025.0 931.1 841.0 801.1 798.0 767.1 727.7 706.2 702.2 
 United States 611.3 567.5 523.0 506.5 504.4 494.4 475.8 465.5 * 
*Not available until December 2006 
 

Updated
07/12/06 
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Indicator 2:  Property Crime Rate 
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Indicator: 
Number of property crimes reported per 
100,000 residents.  
(Includes burglary/breaking and entering, larceny/theft, 
motor vehicle theft, and arson.) 
 
Analysis:  
Leon County’s property crime rate steadily 
declined between 1995 and 2004 and increased 
a negligible amount in 2005.  In 2004 Leon 
County’s property crime rate was lower than 
the state’s for the first time in ten years. 
 
 
 
Data sources: 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement,  
Florida Statistical Analysis Center 
 
U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Uniform Crime Reports 
 
Websites:  
http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/FSAC/ 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm 

 
 

  1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
 Leon County 7345.6 6764.9 6034.4 5913.1 5687.8 5516.1 4871.2 4112.2 4149.6 
 Florida  6273.1 5902.7 5257.1 4803.2 4781.9 4631.3 4436.5 4149.1 3974.9 
 United States 4318.7 4051.8 3743.6 3618.3 3658.1 3624.1 3588.4 3517.1 * 
* Not available until December 2006 
 

Updated
07/12/06 
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Indicator 3: Youth Referred for Delinquency 
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Indicator: 
Percent of youths ages 10-17 who were referred
to the Florida Department of  
Juvenile Justice for delinquency. 
 
Analysis:  
The percentage of youths referred for delinquent 
acts in Leon County remained at 5% in 2005-06. 
 
Leon County’s rate of youth referrals has been 
identical to the State average over the past three 
years after being below the State average for the 
two years prior to that. 
 
 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Juvenile Justice 
Office of Research & Planning 
Delinquency Profile 2005-06 
 
 
Website: 
http://www.djj.state.fl.us/research/statsnresearch/index.shtml 
 
 

*Not shown in graph.  
 Note: Data for all years have been updated by the Department of Juvenile Justice to reflect late data submittals and entries. 

  1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 
 Leon County 6% 6% 5% 5% 6% 5% 5% 
 Florida 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 5% 5% 
 Leon: Number of youths 
referred* 1,482 1,409 1,256 1,319 1,379 1,340 1,226 

 Leon: Population, ages 10-17* 22,980 23,247 23,802 24,046 24,360 25,050 25,065 

Updated
11/04/06 
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Indicator 4: Youths Referred for Felonies and Misdemeanors 
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Indicator: 
Number of youths in Leon County referred 
to the Florida Department of Juvenile 
Justice for felonies vs. misdemeanors. 
 
Analysis:  
In Leon County, a greater number of youths are 
referred for misdemeanors than felonies 
(generally more serious crimes).  Youth referrals 
for both misdemeanors and felonies have 
remained at similar levels in four of the past five 
years with 2003-04 experiencing the most felonies 
and misdemeanors in a year during the period. 
 
 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Juvenile Justice 
Office of Research & Planning 
Delinquency Profile 2005-06 
 
Website: 
 http://www.djj.state.fl.us/research/statsnresearch/index.shtml 
 
  

 Leon County 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 
 Felonies 562 564 498 479 500 473 441 
 Burglary* 25% 27% 25% 31% 28% 30% 19% 
 Aggrav. assault/battery* 26% 24% 21% 22% 24% 25% 26% 
 Misdemeanors 886 790 737 716 912 703 724 
 Misdemeanor theft* 32% 33% 31% 31% 30% 26% 30% 
 Assault/battery* 22% 24% 26% 19% 22% 25% 19% 
* Not shown on graph. The categories shown have the highest number of referrals. 
Note: Data for all years have been updated by the Department of Juvenile Justice to reflect late data submittals and 
entries. 

Updated
11/04/06 
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Indicator 5:  Traffic Crashes 
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Indicator: 
Number of traffic crashes per 10,000 
licensed drivers, by age group (15-19 
and 20-24). 
 
Analysis:  
In Leon County and Florida, drivers ages 
15-19 and 20-24 have higher traffic crash 
rates than any other age group. Crash rates 
for young drivers are consistently higher 
in Leon County than in Florida.  
 
In 2005, traffic crash rates for age groups 
15-19 and 20-24 decreased somewhat in 
Leon County when compared to 2004 
while increasing at a marginal rate in 
Florida. 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor 
Vehicles, Office of Management Research and 
Development, Statistics Section 
 
Website: 
http://www.hsmv.state.fl.us/reports/crash_facts.html

 
 
 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
 Leon, ages 15-19 889.90 1,023.10 960.65 835.07 796.73 1,012.39 926.00 1,001.50 937.00 
 Leon, ages 20-24 674.07 755.84 667.19 608.20 563.69 769.70 969.39 713.60 685.00 
 Florida, ages 15-19 645.16 626.26 597.00 553.83 553.36 516.51 489.54 485.03 488.97 
 Florida, ages 20-24 470.92 452.37 425.30 404.80 412.40 395.56 382.13 392.86 417.16 
 
 

Updated
11/26/06 
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Indicator 6:  Fatal Traffic Crashes 
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Indicator: 
Number of drivers, by age, in traffic 
crashes in Leon County that resulted 
in fatalities. 
 
Analysis:  
In Leon County, the number of drivers in 
fatal traffic crashes increased sharply in 
2005, resulting in the most drivers in fatal 
crashes in a single year in more than a 
decade.   
 
Young drivers (age 15-24) accounted for 
34% (seventeen out of fifty) of drivers in 
fatal crashes in 2005. 
 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor 
Vehicles, Office of Management Research and 
Development, Statistics Section 
 
 
 
Website: 
http://www.hsmv.state.fl.us/reports/crash_facts.html

 
 
 Fatal crashes 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
 Drivers aged 15-19 2 3 3 9 3 5 5 2 3 
 Drivers aged 20-24 6 3 0 7 4 8 8 3 14 
 Total - drivers all ages 29 18 12 43 23 34 39 21 50 
 Percent - drivers age 15-24* 28% 33% 25% 37% 30% 38% 33% 24% 34% 
    * Not shown in graph.  

Updated
11/26/06 
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Indicator 7:  Drinking and Driving  
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Indicator: 
Number of traffic crashes involving a 
drinking driver per 10,000 licensed 
drivers, by age group (15-19 and 20-24). 
 
Analysis:  
Drinking and driving is a serious problem 
in Leon County, particularly for the 20-24 
age-group. Leon County’s rates of 
“drinking driver” crashes for both 15-19 
and 20-24 year olds are significantly 
higher than the rates for the State. 
 
The percent of total fatalities alcohol-
related in Leon County for all ages 
reached 50% in 2005 with 21 deaths from 
alcohol-related traffic crashes. 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor 
Vehicles, Office of Management Research and 
Development, Statistics Section 
 
Website: 
http://www.hsmv.state.fl.us/reports/crash_facts.html

 
 

 Traffic crashes involving a drinking driver 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
 Leon, ages 15-19 31.65 39.13 40.08 37.74 33.13 29.00 30.00 
 Florida, ages 15-19 15.23 16.75 17.58 14.38 14.30 13.79 13.57 
 Leon, ages 20-24 46.03 43.94 51.28 43.35 40.24 40.50 40.00 
 Florida, ages 20-24 24.27 24.68 27.24 23.60 24.24 25.32 25.95 
 Percent of total fatalities alcohol-related        
 Leon County – all ages* 31% 42% 32% 33% 33% 47% 50% 
 Florida – all ages*  32% 33% 33% 32% 34% 34% 35% 

         * not shown in graph.   

Updated
11/26/06 
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Indicator 8: Perception of Neighborhood Safety      
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Indicator: 
Percent of adult Tallahassee residents who 
report feeling safe in their neighborhood.  
 
 
Analysis:  
The vast majority of Tallahassee residents say they feel 
safe in the neighborhood where they live. 
 
As of 2003, residents were less likely to feel safe if 
they lacked a high school diploma (91%), had an 
income under $10,000 (89%) or lived in the following 
zip codes: 32311 (80%), 32305 (90%), 32310 (90%), 
or 32304(91%).  
 
 
 
 
Data source: 
City of Tallahassee 
Office of Budget and Policy 
Tallahassee Resident Opinion Survey, administered biennially after 
2003. 
 
Website: 
http://www.talgov.com 

 
 

  1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 

 Percent of adults who say they feel safe in their  
 neighborhood  
 

92% 
 

92% 
 

92% 
 

96% 
 

94% 
 

  
The next year of available data will be 2005. 

Updated
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Indicator 9: Recidivism among Serious Habitual Offenders      
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Indicator: 
Percent of serious habitual offenders (under age 18) 
who are crime-free one year after their arrest or 
release from a commitment facility.  
 
 
Analysis:  
In 2005, Tallahassee/Leon County had 48 youths under 18 
who had a history of repeatedly committing serious crimes. 
Usually, these juveniles are in and out of the juvenile 
justice system with no improvement in their behavior. 
These serious habitual offenders account for a very small 
percentage of juvenile offenders, but they typically account 
for over one third of juvenile arrests. Currently, these 
youths are served by the Serious Habitual Offender 
Comprehensive Action Program, a multi-agency program 
focusing increased attention to these juveniles. 
 
Data source: 
Tallahassee Police Department 
Serious Habitual Offender Comprehensive Action Program 
 
Website:  
http://www.talgov.com 
 

 
 

Tallahassee-Leon County 2003 2004 2005 
Number of serious habitual offenders 
(under age 18) 45 37 48 

Number crime free after one year 6 2 3 
Percent crime free after one year 13% 5% 6% 

 
 

 

Updated
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Indicator 1: Health Insurance 
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Indicator: 
Percentage of children and non-elderly adults who do 
not have health insurance. 
 
Analysis:  
According to the Florida Agency for Health Care 
Administration’s Florida Health Insurance Survey, in 2004 
7.7% of Leon County residents (ages 0-64) do not have any 
health insurance through Medicaid, private insurance or 
other sources. This percentage is the lowest of any county in 
the State.  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
Data source: 
Florida Agency for Health Care Administration 
Florida Health Insurance Study, 1999, 2004 
 
Website: 
http://www.fdhc.state.fl.us/index.shtml 
 

 
 1999 2004 

 Leon County, Ages 0-18 11.0% n/a 
 Leon County, Ages 0-64 14.0% 7.7% 
State of Florida, Ages 0-18 13.9% 12.1% 
State of Florida, Ages 0-64 16.8% 19.2% 

Seniors (age 65+) are not shown because most are covered by Medicare. 
 
 
 

Updated
06/10/06 
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Indicator 2:  Emergency Room Visits           
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Indicator: 
Number of visits to emergency rooms 
at Tallahassee Memorial Hospital 
(TMH) and Capital Regional Medical 
Center (CRMC), reported for all ages. 
 
 
Analysis:  
From 1996 to 2004, the number of hospital 
emergency room (ER) visits in Leon 
County increased at a much higher rate 
(48%) than the population (18%).  TMH 
continues to receive the largest number of 
ER visits in the county. However, CRMC 
accounted for 34% of emergency room 
visits to Tallahassee hospitals in 2004 up 
from 26% in 1996.  
   
Data source: 
Florida Agency for Health Care Administration 
Office of Data Dissemination & Quality Assurance 
 
Website: 
http://ahca.myflorida.com/SCHS/datadis.shtml 
 

 
 

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 
Percent 
Change 

1996-2004 
TMH* 55,105 58,687 62,461 63,954 62,229 63,552 64,513 68,837 31% 
CRMC 16,621 16,804 18,723 19,675 22,193 26,212 30,419 36,202 96% 
TOTAL 71,726 75,491 81,184 83,629 84,422 89,764 94,932 105,039 48% 

*TMH data are reported for fiscal years ending in the date shown. CRMC data are reported by calendar year. 
 

Updated
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Indicator 3:  Infant Mortality 
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Indicator: 
Number of infants, per 1,000 live births, who died 
before their first birthday – by race. 
 
 
Analysis:  
The infant mortality rate for all races in Leon County is 
consistently higher than in Florida (As of 2003-05, 9.7 per 
1,000 live births in Leon County compared to 7.2 in 
Florida). 
 
Both Leon County and Florida show a major disparity 
between Nonwhites and Whites on infant mortality.  The 
Nonwhite-White gap in Leon County has remained stable 
over the past three, three year rolling average periods. 
 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Health, Public Health Statistics 
Office of Planning, Evaluation & Data Analysis  
 
 
Website: 
http://www.floridacharts.com/charts/chart.aspx 
 

 
  1997-99 1998-00 1999-01 2000-02 2001-03 2002-04 2003-05 
 Leon  – Nonwhite 14.7 15.8 15.4 17.0 15.0 15.0 13.7 
 Florida – Nonwhite 11.7 11.7 12.0 12.0 12.3 12.0 12.1 
 Leon – White 8.6 8.7 8.1 5.8 7.6 7.6 6.4 
 Florida – White 5.7 5.6 5.5 5.6 5.7 5.7 5.5 
 Leon County gap* 6.1 7.1 7.3 11.2 7.4 7.4 7.3 
 Florida gap* 6.0 6.1 6.5 6.4 6.6 6.3 6.6 
    * Not shown on graph. The gap is the rate for Nonwhites minus the rate for Whites. 
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HEALTH 
Indicator 4:  Low Birth Weight    
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Indicator: 
Percent of full-term and premature babies who 
weighed less than 5 lbs., 9 oz. at birth. 
 
 
Analysis:  
On average, the percentage of babies born with a low 
birth weight tends to be higher in Leon County than in 
Florida.  
 
Black babies are about twice as likely to be born with a 
low birth weight as White babies in both Leon County 
and in Florida.   
 
 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Health 
Office of Vital Statistics, Vital Statistics Annual Reports 
 
 
Website:  
 http://www.flpublichealth.com/VSBOOK/VSBOOK.aspx 
 
 

 
 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
 Leon - White 7.2% 7.8% 6.2% 8.0% 6.0% 5.9% 6.3% 7.4% 
 Florida - White 6.8% 6.9% 6.6% 6.8% 7.1% 7.1% 7.2% 7.4% 
 Leon - Black 14.3% 12.2% 13.2% 13.0% 14.4% 13.5% 13.7% 13.4% 
 Florida - Black 12.3% 12.3% 12.4% 12.5% 12.8% 13.2% 13.1% 13.6% 
 Leon – Total* 9.9% 9.3% 8.9% 9.9% 9.4% 8.9% 9.4% 9.7% 
 Florida – Total* 8.1% 8.2% 8.0% 8.2% 8.4% 8.5% 8.6% 8.8% 

* Not shown on graph 
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HEALTH 
Indicator 5:  Sexually Transmitted Diseases among Teenagers   

 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases, Ages 15-19
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Indicator: 
Number of new cases of chlamydia and 
gonorrhea, per 100,000 females ages 15-19. 
 
Analysis:  
The reported incidence of Gonorrhea and 
Chlamydia has risen considerably among Leon 
County teenagers ages 15-19.  The increase is 
particularly dramatic for Chlamydia.  
 
Historically, Leon County’s rates for this age group 
have been lower than the state’s. However since 
2000-02, Leon County’s teenagers have had a 
considerably higher incidence of both Gonorrhea 
and Chlamydia than teenagers in the state as a 
whole.   
 
 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Health 
Office of Vital Statistics, Florida Trends & Statistics 
 
Website: 
http://www.doh.state.fl.us/disease_ctrl/std/trends/florida.html 

 
 

 

  1996-98 1997-99 1998-00 1999-01 2000-02 2001-03 2002-04 2003-05
 Chlamydia - Leon 1,951 1,755 1,390 2,060 2,694 3,601 3,735 3,622 
 Chlamydia - Florida 2,040 2,115 2,171 2,352 2,436 2,522 2,499 2,410 
 Gonorrhea - Leon 668 620 553 785 917 1,095 1,065 985 
 Gonorrhea - Florida 796 810 810 814 761 690 642 612 
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HEALTH 
Indicator 6:  Youth Smoking 
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Indicator: 
Percent of youth surveyed who reported 
smoking within the last 30 days. 
 
 
Analysis:  
Cigarette smoking among youth has been 
declining in Leon County and in Florida. High 
school students in Leon County reported a 
significant decline, from 26.2% in 2000 to 
13.2% in 2004.  
 
 
 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Children and Families 
2004 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey, Leon County 
Report 
 
Website: 
http://www.dcf.state.fl.us/mentalhealth/publications/fysas 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 2000 2004 
Leon County  - High Schools 26.2% 13.2% 
Florida – High Schools 21.7% 15.0% 
Leon County - Middle Schools 13.1% 7.4% 
Florida - Middle Schools 9.8% 6.9% 

Updated
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Indicator 7:  Youth Drinking 

 
Alcohol Use among Youth
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Indicator: 
Percent of students who reported that they 
were current drinkers (one or more drinks 
in the last 30 days) and binge drinkers (5 or 
more drinks in one sitting in the last 2 
weeks). 
 
Analysis:  
As of the Year 2004, underage alcohol 
consumption was a problem locally and 
statewide. In Leon County, almost 38% of high 
school students reported drinking alcohol in the 
last 30 days; 17% reported binge drinking in the 
last 2 weeks. Middle school students reported 
lower consumption, but still substantial drinking 
for that age group. 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Children and Families 
2004 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey, Leon County 
Report 
 
Website: 
http://www.dcf.state.fl.us/mentalhealth/publications/fysas 
 

 

2004 
One or more drinks  

in last 30 days 
 5 or more drinks in one 
 sitting in last 2 weeks 

 Leon County  - High Schools 37.8% 17.2% 
 Florida - High Schools 42.0% 22.0% 
 Leon County - Middle Schools 21.4% 8.8% 
 Florida – Middle Schools 20.3% 8.5%  
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Indicator 8:  Youth Substance Abuse 
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Indicator: 
Percent of students who reported that 
they used various substances within 
the last 30 days. 
 
Analysis:  
Alcohol use is much more common than 
drug use among high school and middle 
school students in Leon County and in 
Florida. Both are more common among 
high school than middle school students.  
 
In Leon County, the percent of high school 
and middle school students using 
marijuana is above state averages and illicit 
drugs other than marijuana, below the state 
average. 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Children and Families 
2004 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey, Leon 
County Report 
 
Website: 
http://www.dcf.state.fl.us/mentalhealth/publications/fysas 
 

 

2004 Marijuana 
Illicit drug other 
than Marijuana Alcohol  

 Leon County  - High Schools 17.7% 7.1% 37.8% 
 Florida - High Schools 16.4% 7.5% 42.0% 
 Leon County - Middle Schools 6.5% 7.1% 21.4% 
 Florida - Middle Schools 5.3% 8.6% 20.3% 
. 
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Indicator 9:  Youth Mental Health 

 
Indicator: 
Percent of middle and high school students 
who said “Yes” when asked, “In the past 
year, have you felt depressed or sad MOST 
days, even if you felt OK sometimes?” 
 
Analysis:  
In 2004, a substantial percentage (44.7%) of 
grade 6-12 students in Leon County reported that 
they felt depressed or sad most days in the past 
year.  The percentage (48.2%) was even higher 
for grade 6-12 students in the state as a whole. 
 
In Leon County and the State, this problem was 
slightly more often reported by middle school 
than high school students. 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Children and Families 
2004 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey, Leon County 
Report 
 
Website: 
http://www.dcf.state.fl.us/mentalhealth/publications/fysas 
   

Youth Mental Health
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 2004 Leon County Florida 
 Middle school 45.8% 49.9% 
 High school 43.7% 46.7% 
 Total – grades 6-12 44.7% 48.2%  
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   EDUCATION 
Indicator 1:  School Readiness 
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Indicator: 
Percent of kindergartners entering public school 
who were ready to learn. 
 
 
Analysis:  
A large majority of kindergartners enter Leon County 
Public Schools ready to learn and a slightly higher 
percentage than the state as a whole. 
 
Nevertheless, as of 2005-06, 14% of entering 
kindergartners did not meet expectations for school 
readiness in Leon County. A significant gap generally 
existed between Leon County White and African 
American students on readiness for school however this 
data is no longer available.  
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Education, Assessment and School 
Performance, School Readiness Uniform Screening System 
 
Website: 
http://users.firn.edu/doe/sas/srushome.htm 
 

 
  1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06
 Leon County 83% 86% 87% 86% 83% 84% 85% 86% 
 Florida 77% 83% 83% 84% 82% 84% 84% 82% 
 Leon - Whites 88% 91% 92% 90% n/a n/a n/a n/a 
 Leon - Blacks 77% 79% 80% 79% n/a n/a n/a n/a 
 White-Black Gap 11% 13% 13% 11% n/a n/a n/a n/a 
* Not shown on graph. The White-Black Gap is the White percentage minus the Black percentage. 
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   EDUCATION 
Indicator 2:  Reading 

 
FCAT Reading
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Indicator: 
Percent of Leon County public school students 
scoring 3 or above in reading on the Florida 
Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT). 
 
Analysis:  
Reading performance declined in Leon County in 2006 
compared with 2005 levels in meeting proficiency 
standards (3 or above) for their grade level.  The state 
showed improvement for 8th graders and no 
improvement for 10th graders in 2006. 
 
However, at all grades assessed, Leon County students 
continued to outperform students in the state as a whole. 
  
Data source: 
Florida Department of Education,  
Assessment and Evaluation Services 
(Results are shown for all curriculum students, including those in 
exceptional student education who are expected to pursue a standard 
high school diploma.) 
 
 
Website: 
http://fcat.fldoe.org/ 
 

 
  1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
 Grade 4 – Leon County 59% 64% 63% 67% 72% 75% 78% 72% 
 Grade 4 – Florida* 48% 52% 53% 55% 63% 69% 71% 66% 
 Grade 8 – Leon County 52% 49% 56% 57% 62% 54% 58% 56% 
 Grade 8 – Florida* 44% 39% 43% 45% 49% 44% 44% 46% 
 Grade 10 – Leon County 39% 38% 47% 47% 50% 45% 47% 42% 
 Grade 10 – Florida* 30% 29% 37% 36% 36% 34% 32% 32% 

* Not shown on graph 
  Note: The FCAT is administered Feb-Mar of each school year. Only students in grades 4, 8, and 10 have  
  been tested in reading since 1999.  Students in grades 3 – 10 have been tested since 2002. 

Updated
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EDUCATION                          
Indicator 3:  White-Black Gap in Reading 

 
2005 FCAT Reading: White-Black Achievement Gap
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Indicator: 
Percent of Leon County public school students 
scoring 3 and above on FCAT Reading, by race, 
in 2005 
 
 
Analysis:  
In Reading, Whites continue to score significantly 
better than Blacks at every grade level for every year 
FCAT test results are available.  In 2005, the Black-
White achievement gap widened significantly from 
grade 4 to grade 8 and increased slightly from grade 8 
to grade 10.  
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Education 
Assessment and Evaluation Services 
(Results are shown for all curriculum students, including those in 
exceptional student education who are expected to pursue a 
standard high school diploma.) 
 
 
Website:  
http://fcat.fldoe.org/ 
 
 

 
 
 

2005 FCAT Reading Grade 4 Grade 8 Grade 10 
 White 91% 74% 62% 
 Black 62% 33% 17% 
 White-Black Gap* +29% +41% +45% 
*Not shown on graph. White percentage scoring 3 and above minus Black percentage scoring 3 and above. 

Updated
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EDUCATION 
Indicator 4: Mathematics 

 
 

Indicator: 
Percent of Leon County public school 
students who scored 3 or above in 
mathematics on the Florida Comprehensive 
Assessment Test (FCAT). 
 
Analysis:  
Mathematics achievement of Leon County students 
improved marginally in 2006 for grade 5 and 
decreased slightly for grades 8 and 10 compared 
with 2005 levels.  As in reading, Leon County 
students consistently outperform students in the 
state at all grade levels assessed.  
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Education 
Assessment and Evaluation Services 
(Results are shown for all curriculum students, including those 
in exceptional student education who are expected to pursue a 
standard high school diploma.) 
 
 
Website: 
http://fcat.fldoe.org/ 
 
  

FCAT Mathematics
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  1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
 Grade 5 – Leon County 48% 53% 57% 56% 62% 61% 63% 64% 
 Grade 5 – Florida* 35% 46% 48% 48% 52% 52% 57% 57% 
 Grade 8 – Leon County 52% 63% 68% 66% 69% 69% 71% 68% 
 Grade 8 – Florida* 44% 51% 55% 53% 56% 57% 59% 60% 
 Grade 10–Leon County 54% 60% 68% 70% 73% 77% 78% 75% 
 Grade 10 – Florida* 47% 51% 59% 60% 60% 64% 63% 65% 
 * Not shown on graph 
 Note: The FCAT is administered Feb-Mar of each school year. Only students in grades 5, 8, and 10 have  
 been tested in Mathematics since 1999.  Students in grades 3 - 10 have been tested since 2002. 
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EDUCATION                                
Indicator 5: White-Black Gap in Mathematics 

 
Indicator: 
Percent of Leon County public school students 
scoring 3 and above on FCAT Mathematics, by 
race, in 2005 
 
 
Analysis:  
As in Reading, Whites have consistently scored 
better than Blacks at every grade level tested. In 
2005, the Black-White achievement gap was 
significant for all grades but lessened slightly from 
grade 5 to grade 8 and then again from grade 8 to 
grade 10.   
 
 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Education 
Assessment and Evaluation Services 
(Results are shown for all curriculum students, including those 
in exceptional student education who are expected to pursue a 
standard high school diploma.) 
 
 
Website:  
http://fcat.fldoe.org/ 
 
  

 

2005 FCAT Mathematics: White-Black Achievement Gap
Leon County Schools - Percent scoring 3 or above
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2005 FCAT Math Grade 5 Grade 8 Grade 10 
 White 78% 85% 88% 
 Black 38% 49% 55% 
 White-Black Gap* +40% +36% +33% 
* Not shown on graph. White percentage scoring 3 and above minus Black percentage scoring 3 and above. 
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EDUCATION 
Indicator 6: Writing 

 

Indicator: 
Percent of Leon County public school students 
scoring 3 and above (3.5 and above for 
Writing+) on the Florida Comprehensive 
Assessment Test (FCAT) Writing+. 
 
On the FCAT, a significantly larger percentage of 
students score 3 or above in writing compared to 
mathematics and reading.   
 
Writing performance declined in Leon County in 
2006 compared with 2005 levels for 4th and 10th 
graders in meeting proficiency standards (3.5 or 
above) for their grade level.  The state showed 
improvement for 4th and 8th graders and a decline for 
10th graders in 2006. 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Education 
Assessment and Evaluation Services 
(Results are shown for all curriculum students, including those 
in exceptional student education who are expected to pursue a 
standard high school diploma) 
 
Website: 
http://fcat.fldoe.org/ 
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  2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
 Grade 4 – Leon County 55% 70% 72% 79% 76% 
 Grade 4 – Florida* 52% 69% 69% 74% 76% 
 Grade 8 – Leon County 82% 81% 77% 85% 89% 
 Grade 8 – Florida* 74% 76% 73% 76% 83% 
 Grade 10 – Leon County 86% 82% 83% 91% 85% 
 Grade 10 – Florida* 79% 77% 79% 79% 78% 
* Not shown on graph. 
 Note: The FCAT is administered Feb-Mar of each school year. Currently, only students in grades 4, 8 and 10 
are tested in Writing. 
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EDUCATION  
Indicator 7: Third Grade Retention 

 

Indicator: 
Percent of 3rd graders who were 
retained (not promoted to 4th grade). 
 
Analysis:  
In Leon County public schools, the 
percentage of 3rd graders retained increased 
sharply over the 3-year period from 1997-
98 to 1999-00, when the state and district 
increased requirements for promotion to 4th 
grade. The increase from 00-01 to 02-03 
reflects an even stricter state policy 
requiring an FCAT Reading score of 3 or 
above for promotion to 4th grade, with 
limited exemptions allowed to be made by 
the district.  The impact of this new policy 
was much more dramatic statewide than in 
Leon County schools.  
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Education 
Education Information and Accountability Services  
 
Websites: 
http://www.tandl.leon.k12.fl.us/programme/databook/ 
http://www.firn.edu/doe/eias/eiaspubs/briefs.htm 
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  1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05

 Leon – number* 46 180 199 222 123 180 223 208 236 

 Leon – percent 1.9% 7.6% 8.0% 8.9% 4.9% 7.3% 9.4% 8.9% 9.2% 

 Florida – percent 1.5% 2.4% 3.3% 3.3% 3.0% 3.3% 14.4% 10.7% 9.5% 
  

 * Not shown on graph 

Updated
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EDUCATION  
Indicator 8: High School Graduation Rate  

 
High School Graduation Rate
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Indicator: 
Percent of first-time 9th graders in 
public schools who earned a standard 
high school diploma in four years. 
 
 
Analysis:  
Graduation rates declined in Leon County 
from 1997 to 2001, increased steadily 
from 2002 to 2004 and leveled off last 
year. In nine of the last ten years, Leon 
County’s graduation rate was the same or 
above the state graduation rate. 
 
 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Education 
Education Information and Accountability Services 
 
 
Website: 
http://www.firn.edu/doe/eias/eiaspubs/grad.htm 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 
 Leon County 81% 70% 65% 67% 64% 74% 76% 80% 80% 
 Florida 73% 72% 60% 62% 64% 68% 69% 72% 72%  

Updated
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EDUCATION 
Indicator 9:  High School Dropout Rate      
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Indicator: 
Percent of public school students age 
16 and older who dropped out of 
school.  
 
 
Analysis:  
Overall, Leon County’s dropout rate 
declined in 2004-05 after increasing the 
previous school year.  Since 1998-1999, 
the drop out rate in Leon County has 
declined much more slowly than the state 
rate.  
 
In 2001-02 and 2003-04, Leon County’s 
dropout rate exceeded the state rate. 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Education 
Education Information and Accountability Services 
 
 
Website:  
http://www.firn.edu/doe/eias/eiaspubs/drop.htm 
 
 

 
 
  1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 
 Leon County 4.6% 3.8% 4.0% 3.5% 3.1% 3.4% 2.7% 3.1% 2.8% 
 Florida 5.4% 4.8% 5.4% 4.6% 3.8% 3.2% 3.1% 2.9% 2.8%  

Updated
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Indicator 10:  Pursuit of Postsecondary Education  
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Indicator: 
Percent of public high school 
graduates who entered 
community college or 4-year 
colleges and universities in 
Florida the fall after graduation.  
 
Analysis: 
The percentage of high school 
graduates in Leon County that 
pursued postsecondary education  
immediately after high school 
declined at all high schools in 2003-
04 compared with 2002-03. 
 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Education 
Florida Education and Training Placement 
Information Program 
 
 
Website: 
http://www.firn.edu/doe/weois/fetpip/high.htm 
 
 

 
 
 Leon County 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 
 Lincoln H.S. 67% 69% 73% 67% 77% 73% 80% 74% 
 Leon H.S. 63% 64% 71% 70% 72% 72% 74% 70% 
 Godby H.S. 55% 48% 59% 55% 63% 73% 64% 60% 
 Rickards H.S. 47% 55% 57% 55% 54% 62% 68% 65% 
 Chiles H.S. n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 80% 80% 77%  

Updated
12/29/05 



    
 

 
Quality of Life Report                   Tallahassee-Leon County, FL

 

 

 
21st Century Council, Tallahassee, FL                                                                                                          www.21stcenturycouncil.net 

EDUCATION 
Indicator 11:  Average Teacher Salary   

 

Average Teacher Salary
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Indicator: 
Average teacher salary in grades K-
12 in public schools. 
 
Analysis:  
The gap between Leon County and 
Florida on average teacher salary 
increased slightly from 2003-04 ($1,481) 
to 2004-05 ($1,620), and improved 
slightly in comparison with Georgia 
($6,821) 2003-04 vs. ($6,568) 2004-05.    
 
Wakulla County’s gap with Leon 
remained more than $3,000 for the third 
straight year. 
 
Data source: 
Florida Department of Education, Bureau of 
Education Information & Accountability Services 
National Education Association 
 
Websites: 
http://www.leon.k12.fl.us/ 
http://www.firn.edu/doe/eias/eiaspubs/briefs.htm 
 

 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 
 Leon County $31,871 $33,408 $33,264 $36,454 $36,269 $38,719 $39,117 $39,958 
 Georgia $37,291 $39,675 $41,023 $42,216 $44,073 $45,533 $45,938 $46,526 
 Florida $34,475 $35,749 $36,524 $38,299 $39,272 $40,275 $40,598 $41,578 
 Jefferson County* $31,091 $31,083 $30,841 $34,012 $33,635 $34,643 $33,022 $35,094 
 Gadsden County* $29,458 $29,888 $30,562 $30,846 $31,750 $32,831 $32,428 $32,656 
 Wakulla County* $29,743 $31,332 $32,717 $34,238 $35,046 $35,473 $35,752 $36,897 
Georgia-Leon gap* +$5,420 +$6,267 +$7,759 +$5,762 +$7,804 +$6,814 +$6,821 +$6,568 

*Not shown on graph. The Georgia-Leon gap is the Georgia avg. teacher salary minus the Leon County avg. teacher salary. 
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